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NEW FCLNY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
MEET MICHELE STERLACE-ACCORSI 
Pepperdine Law School | Straus Institute | Malibu, CA  
Master of Laws (LLM) in Dispute Resolution 
Pepperdine’s Excellence for the Future Award 
Faith Based Diplomacy and International Peacemaking 
 
University at Buffalo School of Law | Buffalo, NY 
Juris Doctor degree | Law and Social Justice cum laude 
 
New York University, New York, NY 
Bachelor of Arts: Politics magna cum laude 
Minors: Philosophy and Psychology  

 
FROM ADVERSITY TO ADVOCATE  
 

Michele Sterlace-Accorsi grew up experiencing poverty and, at times, homelessness.  She quit high school when 
she was 17.  She later earned her GED and graduated magna cum laude from New York University, while 
working full-time.  While a mother of four young children, at age 37, Michele’s experiences inspired her to 
advocate for vulnerable populations.  She completed her Juris Doctor degree from the University at Buffalo 
School of Law. 
 
Michele began her legal career as a trial attorney for those seeking custody of abused and neglected children. She 
continued this work at the Children’s Legal Center in Buffalo, serving as a children’s attorney.   
Seeing the needs of the community, Michele advanced her studies by attending the Straus Institute for Dispute 
Resolution at Pepperdine Law School.  While a student at Pepperdine, she worked in the U.S. District Court. 
She assisted the mediation program director with prisoner rights cases and other civil litigation for the 
disenfranchised. 
 
In 2017 she completed her studies and her youngest child, born during her first semester of law school, stood 
proudly by her, along with his siblings, as she graduated with a Master of Laws in Dispute Resolution. from the 
Straus Institute.  
 
Michele is the paradigm of a pro-life feminist, a role model for equal opportunities for the poor, for women and 
their children, born and unborn. She served as the spokesperson for Feminists Choosing Life of NY Action’s 
successful campaign to enact the Women’s Equality Act and to defeat its abortion expansion component.    
 


